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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education initiatives, programs, events, staff and student achievements & more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 
        793-3220 ext. 236, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Huskies Visit MSP! 
Plainville resident and dog sled runner Joan Kaczmar-
czyk, visited MSP on March 24th to speak with sixth 
graders about the care and training of sled dogs and 
the sport of racing. Students recently completed a unit 
of study in Reading/LA classes where they investigated 
wolf behaviors and read Gary Paulsen’s Woodsong. 
They also learned of his experiences running dogs in 
the Iditarod.  Each student chose a musher to follow in 
this year's race and searched daily to see their mush-
er's position. They read daily blogs and viewed photos 
and videos which were sent from the race, and they 
were able to track their musher's progress by GPS 
through the Iditarod's website. Ms. Kaczmarczyk was a 
primary source for students to further their re-
search.  Her presentation included an explanation of 
the features of the dog sled, a 'meet and greet' with her 
six Alaskan Huskies by the sixth graders, and runs in 
the snow with the dogs and sled by some of the sixth 
grade teachers. The day ended with a question and 
answer session in the auditorium with Joan in order to 
further students' understanding of the care and treat-
ment of sled dogs. In addition, MSP raised and donat-
ed $400 to the “Second Chance” kennel where Ms. 
Kaczmarczyk has been a contributor. 

A “Stellar” Evening at Toffolon 
Toffolon fifth grade teachers, Sue Fabrizio, Brie 
Morrone, and Jill Limberger  recently organized 
a “stellar” experience for their students focused on ex-
ploring the different  lunar phases of the moon, explor-
ing the nebula through a high powered telescope, and 
experiencing a real planetarium adventure in the school 
gym.  The evening program began with the students 
gathering together for dinner with their friends and 
teachers.  Students then broke into three stations. In 
the first area, teachers taught the students the lunar 
phases of the moon through hands on activities using 
small models of the moon and a bright light source to 
replicate the sun. The students rotated their model to 
see the how the moon phases.  Using their dessert, 
students replicated what they observed using Oreo 
cookies - - opening  their cookies and removing the 
correct amount of cream imitating the phases of the 
moon around the earth.  At the second station, students 
explored a variety of high powered telescopes present-
ed by the Astrological Society of Greater Hartford. Stu-
dents were given the opportunity to see Jupiter and its 
four largest moons called Galilean satellites using the 
telescopes.  At the third station, students experienced a 
planetary adventure in a portable Star Lab from the 
Children’s Museum of Southern Connecticut.  The pro-
gram concluded with a question & answer session led 
by teachers and members of the Astrological Society.  

Linden’s Lunacy Challenge 
Linden classrooms enjoyed the “Lunacy Challenge” 
during the month of March, to engage students and 
staff in positive ways! The program included 16 
“shamrocks” full of exciting challenges including doing 
an act of kindness, 90-100% homework completion, 
singing a song to the cafeteria before lunch, and 
much  more!  

Plainville Community Schools 

Staff Notes 

Did You Know? 
Student art work from Plainville Community Schools 
will be on display at the New Britain Museum of Amer-
ican Art from April 14-19 with an opening reception 
on Tuesday, April 14, from 6:00 to 7:30  p.m.  The 
selected student work is from the three elementary 
schools, the middle school and the high school.  The 
art show is being sponsored by the Elizabeth Norton 
Trust Fund and the Plainville Community Fund at the 
Main Street Community Foundation.  

Wheeler Invention Convention! 
The annual Wheeler School Invention Convention was 
held on March 17th. Each year fourth graders at 
Wheeler are taught the process of inventing. Students 
think of an everyday problem or “something that bugs 
them.” The young inventors then brainstorm multiple 
ways to solve the problem, and the solution becomes 
the invention. This program promotes problem solving, 
creativity, and other critical thinking skills. Students 
present their inventions (or improvements on items that 
already exist) in a science fair format. Several students 
are selected to represent the school at the state-wide 
Invention Convention with other students in grades K-8 
from over 100 schools in Connecticut at UCONN. This 
year the CIC will be held at Gampel Pavilion on May 
2nd, 2015. 


